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Message from Chicago Urban League President and CEO
Shari Runner
Commitment. Service. Support. These words exemplify the
spirit and actions of the young professionals who make up the
Metropolitan Board of the Chicago Urban League.
For more than a century, the Chicago Urban League has
worked to advance educational opportunities, economic
empowerment and social justice for African Americans, in an
effort to make a better Chicago. Support from our auxiliaries is
critical to our mission and the members of our MetroBoard stand
as consistent and strong advocates of the League, supporting
our efforts through fundraising and volunteering their time and
talent.
Individually, the young professionals who make up MetroBoard
bring new ideas, energy and enthusiasm to our cause and to our
communities. Collectively, they form a significant network that
has a compounding effect—inspiring their peers and helping the Chicago Urban League
make a greater impact in the communities we serve.
This year, our MetroBoard is celebrating a significant milestone—35 years of service to the
League. We are beyond grateful for their support.
Young people who share our passion for economic and social equity for African Americans
are a significant reason that the Urban League movement is alive and well in Chicago.
While I imagine a day when this work is no longer needed, until then, I know that young
professionals like those who form our MetroBoard will be the reason the League’s ideals
will endure.
MetroBoard offers bright hope for what Chicago and our nation can be.
Yours in the movement,
Shari Runner

President’s
Message
President’s Message
Last year our affiliate, The Chicago Urban League, commemorated 100
years of helping those in need find jobs, affordable housing, educational
opportunities, and grow businesses. This year, I am honored to serve
as President of The Metropolitan Board of the Chicago Urban League
[MetroBoard] as we embark on our 35th year of young professional
[YP} excellence in the Chicago-land area. Also last year, MetroBoard was
honored with the James Compton Central Region Chapter of
Excellence Award - an award the chapter has not won since 2013.
All-in-all it was an AMAZING year. As a chapter that was on the brink
of being suspended to one winning such a prestigious award it was an
honor and privilege to serve as President helping to lead the chapter's
return to excellence.
Any leader knows that growth does not come without some discomfort. Leadership is a journey - sometimes
a maze. We can take wrong turns, hit dead ends, but eventually we always make it to our goal. While we had
a great year this year MetroBoard was pushed and challenged - we became uncomfortable. The chapter
faced challenges it had not faced before and there was no blueprint on how to move foward. As a team, the
Executive Leadership Team [ELT} was stretched and pressed in ways that we had not been before but all-inall we persevered. We pushed through. We kept the reason of why we serve at the forefront and we
overcame. I believe in being transparent because I believe future, and current, leaders need to know that
everything isn’t always easy and that challenges will come. Everyday isn’t rosey and all events aren’t
executed perfectly - and that’s okay! As long as we can learn from our experiences and continue to grow
that is the true mark of leadership. With that I am extremely honored and indebted to the members of
MetroBoard’s ELT and am forever grateful to them for staying the course and persevering through all of our
adversities. Without their dedication and leadership MetroBoard would not be where it is today - an
exemplary young professional organization.
This year we celebrate 35 years. This year we honor all those who have come before us and have paved the
way for us to be great and successful leaders. We celebrate the vision of John Rogers and James Compton,
the founders of MetroBoard, and ultimately the YP movement, and their desire for YPs to have an outlet to
lead, grow and serve their community. MetroBoard members continue to contribute so much of their time,
talent and treasures and are truly an inspiration.
To our members, friends, family and supporters we say THANK YOU. It is because of you that we continue to
thrive and are able to serve those in need. If we have accomplished this much in 35 years imagine what is
yet to come!
Sincerely,
y,

Deana Simone Ingram
President,
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The Metropolitan Board of the Chicago Urban League

“Service is the price we pay for living. It is the very purpose of life and not something you do in your spare time”
- Marian Wright Edelman
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MetroBoard by the Numbers

Dear Reader,
MetroBoard members have continued to
work towards being the change agents
they want to see within their community.
They do that by actively participating in
service and Chicago Urban League
Events.
This year has been another amazing year
with members actively giving of their time,
talent and treasure. We are thankful to
all of our leaders for being a part of such
a wonderful movement.
Sincerely,
The MetroBoard 2017-18 ELT

6

583

Community Service
Events

24

Chapter Community
Volunteer Hours

4,707.25

Affiliate Service
Events

( ↑20% YoY)

Affiliate
Volunteer Hours

( ↑6.4% YoY)

11
Civic Engagement
Events

$13,374.46

+2%

Total Affiliate Give
FY 2018:

Over FY 2017

2018 Value of Service
5,075.25 Volunteer Hrs = $125,307.92*
(Affiliate + Service hours)
*Calculated using the 2017 Estimated Value of Volunteer Time of $24.69/hr

Community Leadership
Andrea Bell

· Auxiliary Board, Association House of Chicago
· Alumni Executive Board, Rhodes College (Memphis, TN)
· Founder and VP, Black Alumni Chapter at Rhodes College (Memphis, TN)
· Wish Granter and Mentor, Make a Wish Illinois

Entrepreneurial
Exc
Excellence

Ashley Walker

· Director of Programming (HR Beginnings), National Association of African American HR Professionalss
Kia Smith

Jauwan Hall

· President, Board of Directors for Chicago Votes
· Alumni Ambassador, Warrior Scholar Project

Jaylin D. McClinton

· Mentor, Chicago Scholars
· Next Generation Board Member, G-PAC
· Associate Board Member, EverThrive Illinois
· Board Member, Men For Choice (M4C)

Jeff Beckham
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Participant/Graduate Chicago Urban League IMPACT Leadership Development Program
Founder, Black Box Creative
Vice President Of Career and Leadership Development at Chicago Scholars
Board of Directors, New Leaders Council
Board of Directors, Foundations College Prep Middle and High School
Advisory Council Member, Greater Bronzeville Neighborhood Network
Technology Chair & Program Coordinator Pathways to Success - 100 Black Men of Chicago
Managing Director, Mid South Business Association and Resource Center

Kevin P. Davenport

· Founder/President, The Ideal Candidate NFP
· Loan Oﬃcer, Chicago Neighborhood Initiatives Micro Finance Group
· Certiﬁed Non-Proﬁt Consultant, Executive & Development Executive,

Founder/Artistic Director
South Chicago Dance Theatre
Kia Smith founded the South Chicago Dance Theatre, a premiere
dance studio located on the South Side of Chicago all before the
age of 30. She enjoys building relationships, creating community,
inspiring others, and developing new modes of cross cultural
understanding through the arts. Dance is the way in which she
has chosen to navigate the world because it is a universal
language that can be understood by all people. Her work has
been featured in the Chicago Tribune, the Chicago Sun Times, and
Chicagolandmusicaltheatre.com. Kia was identiﬁed by the
International Association of Black in Dance (IABD) as a “Woman
of Color Arts Leader” at the 2018 conference as a part of the
University of Southern California Visions and Voices symposium.
She is also a beneﬁciary of the IABD Joan Myers Brown Artist
Development Fund.

Rachel M. Roberts
Founder/Creator
Lilly Grant Candle Studio
o

National Association of Nonproﬁt Organizations & Executives

· Advisory/Program Committee, Chicago Center of Arts & Technology
Leah Castleberry

In December
ember 2017 MetroBoard Member, Rachel M. Roberts,
oﬃcially launched her own candle company. Lilly Grant Candle
Studio oﬀers hand-poured, scented soy candles that enhance
the vibe of any home, further promoting self care while oﬀering
pleasant home decor.

Nicole Johnson

Lilly Grant’s mission is to invoke a soulful feeling from the light
of a ﬂame and throw of a scent, one candle at a time. Lilly Grant
candles are hand poured in small batches in Chicago IL. Each
candle is created using all natural, soy wax, premium fragrance
and essential oils, and 100% cotton wick. Every scent is specially
curated to create a distinct mood through sensory exploration.

· Nominating Committee (elected), Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
· Collegiate Transition Task Force, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
· Arts & Letters Committee, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
· 20th Ward Alderwoman Candidate
· Community Representative, Joshua D. Kershaw Magnet School Local School Council
· 2018 Fellow, New Leaders Council
· Peer Advisor, The Obama Foundation
· Member, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.

Leadership Development

This year three MetroBoard members had the honor of participating in the Chicago Urban League’s IMPACT
Leadership Development Program. Through IMPACT, the Chicago Urban League strives to move the needle
toward racial parity in leadership positions by developing and supporting emerging African American
leaders. Each year, IMPACT selects a cohort of around 30 African American professionals between the ages
of 30-45 years old who hold a minimum of a bachelor’s degree and have at least seven years of increasingly
responsible professional experience. Selection to IMPACT is competitive and requires submitting letters
of recommendation and engaging in a formal interview process. Prospective fellows are assessed based on
personal and professional accomplishments, leadership potential, and commitment to civic engagement.
Jeffery Beckham is a recognized technology leader known for helping organizations achieve business goals.
After working in the healthcare sales and technology industry for Sanofi Aventis, Quest Diagnostics and
LabCorp Jeffery founded Black Box Creative Incorporated in 2009. Black Box Creative is a digital marketing
company that focuses on delivering innovative solutions that achieve clients’ goals. Jeffery has led projects for
everyone from Oscar winner Common to Tuskegee University and has worked with numerous charitable
foundations all over the country. WVON and Ariel Investments named Jeffery one of Chicago’s 40 Under 40
Game Changers in 2015 and he was a finalist for the Chicago Inno 50 on Fire Award in 2016.

Jeffery Beckham
President & CEO
Black Box Creative, Inc.

Jeffery lives by the quote, “to whom much is given, much is required” and constantly finds opportunities to help
people working to build community and develop our country’s youth. He serves as a mentor for many young
people through his work with The 100 Black Men of Chicago, Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc., and Link
Unlimited. He also has served as the elected community representative on the Local School Council at King
College Prep and currently serves on the board at Foundation’s College Prep, New Leaders Council, and Good
City Chicago.

Emanuel “Manny” Johnson joined the Robert R. McCormick Foundation in 2016. Prior, he served for six years
in the U.S. Navy as an Information Systems Technician. During his tour of service, he was stationed onboard
the U.S.S. Vella Gulf (CG-72), supporting National Security Agency anti-piracy operations. Emanuel returned to
his home state of Illinois to accept an appointment to the Illinois Department of Veterans’ Affairs, where he
served as Senior Policy Advisor, focusing on community outreach and engagement. He headed task forces and
councils designed to provide critical feedback to the Director of Veterans’ Affairs. Currently, Emanuel serves as
the Program Officer for the Veterans Program at the McCormick Foundation, managing a $2.5 million portfolio of
35 grantees. Additionally, he serves on the foundation’s Racial Equity Committee, aiding to pave the way
forward to more equitable grantmaking. Emanuel received his BA in Economics from The George Washington
University.
Emanuel Johnson, II
Program Officer
Robert R. McCormick Foundation

Jason is Director of the Chicago Urban League Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation. In this role, he
manages the day-to-day operations of the center and develops programming that supports the growth of 500
businesses annually. He is also CEO and Co-Founder of Konveau™, an app that uses personality compatibility
and common interests to help people connect at social and networking events. Jason is a doctoral candidate in
Organizational Leadership and holds a Master’s in Industrial Organizational Psychology. He also has over seven
years of experience as a web developer and graphic designer. Jason has served as Educational Advisory Board
Secretary for IAEOU, an online entrepreneurship incubator and training program for small business owners in
Chicago and Amman, Jordan. He has also served as Central Region Vice President for the National Urban
League Young Professionals and as President of the Metropolitan Board of the Chicago Urban League.
Jason Johnson
Director, Center for Entrepreneurship and
Innovation
Chicago Urban League

Community Impact with Our Affiliate
July
2017
2

Bud Billiken & Back to School

Tyson Hunger Challenge
In partnership with Tyson Foods and the aﬃliate
MetroBoard participated in an event to bring awareness
to hunger in Chicago. We were given a budget in
which we had to buy groceries to feed a family of 4
for a week.

August
2017

Each year MetroBoard proudly walks with the
CUL for the Annual Bud Billiken Parade - an 80+
year Chicago tradition. Then the following week,
with monies raised from fundraising, show support
at the CUL’s Annual Back to School Fair.

United Negro College Fund Walk
Sept Members
of MetroBoard walked with the Chicago
Urban League in this annual walk for education.
2017

Annual Adopt-a-Family
Every holiday season MetroBoard adopts a family
from one of the CUL’s programs and sponsors them
for Christmas. Members raise money and then
purchase requested items oﬀ of their wish list.

Dec
2017

Black Womens Expo/Scholarship Review

Spring
2018
The WOKE Entrepreneur Summit
Members of MetroBoard attended and volunteered
for the Inaugural WOKE Summit - a one-day
conference hyper-focused on prospective &
current African-American Millennial and Xennial
entrepreneurs.

Members of MetroBoard volunteered with the CUL
at the Black Women’s Expo (March) and also helped
to score scholarships for the CUL’s Annual
Scholarship Program (May).

May
2017

Community Impact
11th Annual MBoutique - April 2018
For 11 years MetroBoard has been providing all prom needs (dresses, accessories, shoes, etc) to high school students in order to
help alleviate some of the costs associated with prom. This year’s event was held on April 7th at Hirsch Metropolitan High
School where we were able to serve more than 50 girls and had over 20 volunteers.

6th Annual Teen Conference/NDoS - April 2018
Each year MetroBoard hosts a day of workshops for high school students with topics around personal development, challenges
teens face in school today, college, and preparing for the future. This year’s event was entitled “Developing a Better You”. Focus
areas included Leadership Development, Entrepreneurship and Creativity, Health and Wellness: Self-Care, and a track focused
on S.T.E.A.M. There were over 30 participants and 15 volunteers who helped make this event a success.

#MBPacktItUp
A new service initiative of MetroBoard, #MBPackItUp has been hugely successful and well received amongst members. This
event involves packing up items (i.e. sandwiches, personal care items) to deliver to those in need. In October, during our Annual
I-94 weekend, we packed up over 100 brown bagged lun ches for a local homeless shelter. In January, during Join Week, we
created over 50 personal care item bags to give to a Local men’s shelter.

Blood Drive

For the first time MetroBoard hosted a blood drive as we saw the gap in the African-American community with regard to
available blood. During the event we had approximately 8 participants to come out and donate blood.

MBoutique 2018

Annual Teen
Conference

Blood Drive

Community Impact
Advocacy and Civic Engagement
MetroBoard’s Civic Engagement Committee has been very active this year with advocacy, engagement and overall political awareness. The chapter has participated in all of the National Urban
League Young Professional’s Advocacy initiatives and has seen a strong interest and growth in the
committee due to programming. Highlights from this year are below.

June

2017

Emergency Call to Action for Illinois Budget
Illinois had been operating for almost 3 years without a budget. The MetroBoard Civic Engagement Committee mobilized members
through email, Facebook and Twitter to contact representatives and advocate for the passing of a balanced budget. A balanced
budget was passed.

August

2017

Emergency Call to Pass Senate Bill
MetroBoard, in partnership with the Chicago Urban League, engaged membership through email, Facebook and Twitter to advocate
the Governor to pass the bill to for equitable education funding in Illinois.

September

2017

National Voter Registration Week & #RunThisTown
MetroBoard participated in #RunThisTown and created push cards
for the community with information on election dates for 2018.
Members of the Civic Engagement Committee picked a very busy
street in the Bronzeville neighborhood, a few blocks from the affiliate,
to canvass. Participants were able to engage with many members of
the community and not only inform them on important election dates
but to also dialogue about what was most important to them in the
political sphere as well as their neighborhood. The outreach provided
excellent visibility for Metroboard and the affiliate.
MetroBoard also hosted a voter registration drive where 9 inactive voters were registered to vote.

November

2017

Millennial Talk with IL Comptroller Mendoza
Our Civic Engagement Committee hosted the Illinois Comptroller Susana
Mendoza at the affiliate. The Comptroller provided an in depth account of
responsibilities of the position and provided updates of all that has occurred
since the state budget passed. The question and answer portion of the evening
covered topics around housing, education, small businesses, and jobs.

Call to Action to Save the Affordable Care Act
The Civic Engagement Committee participated in two Call to Actions to save
the Affordable Care Act and pass a congressional budget. The script received
from the NUL was shared by email to the MetroBoard membership as well as
through the MetroBoard Facebook and Twitter accounts to reach followers.

Community Impact
Advocacy and Civic Engagement
January

2018

“Cut to the Chase - The New Tax Plan”
MetroBoard hosted a panel discussion on the new tax bill and what it meant for Millennials.
Guest speakers were from the Center for Tax & Budget Accountability as well as Badu
Tax Services, LLC. We covered how millennials, small business owners, the middle class,
students and well as state and local governments were going to be effected and when
those effects would start to take place. It was an eye opening discussion with
over 25 attendees.

2017

February

2018

Candidates Forum of State Representatives for 5th and 25th
Illinois Districts
MetroBoard’s Civic Engagement Committee organized and hosted a
candidate’s forum of State Representatives for the 5th and 25th Illinois
Districts. The goal of the forum was so that residents could educate
themselves on who is running and what their platform(s) is in order to make
an informed decision on who will be respresent them in the near future.

March

2018

Spring Madness Challenge
MetroBoard’s Civic Engagement Committee engaged membership to help advance the chapter in the Spring Madness Challenge.
The chapter made it all the way to the Final Four! This event was a great way to engage membership and inform them about
issues going on locally and nationally.

Membership Development
General Body Meetings

We take pride in being able to offer our membership the
opportunity for personal and professional growth. One of
the ways we do that is through our General Body
Meetings [GBM]. This year we were honored to have some
dynamic speakers, and events, that were able to provide
insights and opportunity to help our membership flourish
in and outside the organization.
September - MetroBoard hosted a committee open house to
allow members and visitors the opportunity to learn about
our 6 committees and the ways to get involved and serve.
Many of the committees gained the majority of their
members from this event!

November - This month featured a very special speaker, Monique Shelton of the Chicago Urban
League’s Workforce Development department. Monique provided tips on how to improve your resume,
ways to make it through the online screening process and interview pitfalls to avoid.
January - In lieu of the traditional GBM, MetroBoard hosted a forum on the new tax code and how the
changes affected Millennials. This discussion was facilitated by our Civic Engagement Committee with
tax experts present to share information and answer questions.
April - This month was all about service! MetroBoard invited speakers from Teen Living Program,
Make-A-Wish, Cradles to Crayons and the Chicago Urban League to come out and share information
about their organizations and ways to directly get involved. This event also aided in securing
partnerships between MetroBoard and these organizations for future service events.

Welcome Orientations
W
Each quarter we aim to host a Welcome Orientation for those
who are new to MetroBoard, want to learn more and/or want
want to be refreshed about the mission and vision of the
organization. This year we held orientations in Q1 and Q3 and
will hold our final one for our fiscal year on June 2, 2018.
Quarter 1: 13 people attended, 3 new members
Quarter 3 (Join Week): 37 people attended, 10 new members

Membership Programs & Events
Membership wanna rolls
Each month the Membership Committee aims
to host “Wanna Rolls” - a social event for
members and non-members to come together
for a good time.
August - Members were invited to attend a free
night of jazz, drinks and hors d’oeuvres at
the Shedd Aquarium in downtown Chicago. The
event was free for Illinois residents.
Attendees: 6

New Year Celebration
(July 2017)
For the 2nd year in a row, in lieu of our normal
General Body Meeting, MetroBoard hosted a New
Year Celebration for members and non-members.
The event was held at black-owned Truth
Italian Restaurant.
Estimated Attendance: 31

September - Members received complimentary
tickets to the Museum of Science and Industry.
Attendees: 17
February - Members were given the opportunity
to attend the Black Panther Premiere for free via
the Chicago Urban League.
Estimated Attendees: 30
March - Members attended the Oak Park Jazz
Thaw - a jazz festival in the Chicaloand area.
Estimated Attendees: 10
April - Members viewed a Keith Haring art
exhibit at the Chicago Cultural Center followed by
a mixer at Vice District Brewing - one of the only
black-owned breweries in Chicago (Vice is also
owned by a former MetroBoard Member!).
Estimated
mated Attendees: 13

#MBPerks
#
#M
MBP
BPer
erks
ks
MB continuously strives to oﬀer members
beneﬁts that go beyond personal and
professional development.
TThis year we oﬀered our membership the
following #MBPerks:
fo
● Complimentary tickets to the Annual Chicago
Boat Show.
● Discounted tickets to the Chicago Urban
II-94
I94 Serve
94
Ser
erve
e & Socialize
Soc
ocia
iali
ia
lize
li
ze
League Golden Fellowship Dinner (guest
Weekend (O
(Oct 2017)
W
performer Babyface).
This annual event invites YP chapters from the
● Complimentary tickets to the Black Panther
region to serve and socialize with MetroBoard. This
Screening.
year, members from the Milwaukee chapter came ● Complimentary tickets to “Jesus Christ
out to support the chapter’s events. We even had
Superstar” production.
● Complimentary attendance to the ICRF
a surprise visit from a LA YP member!
Estimated Attendance: Varied by Event
Revolving Tables event.
●
Early bird ticket prices to the Young & Ambitious
● Friday - Happy Hour at Norman’s Bistro, a
Awards.
MetroBoard partner and black-owned
● Participation in Chicago Urban League’s
restaurant.
Race and Equity Focus Group.
● Saturday - “Pack It Up” service project packing
● Discounted tickets to attend the Chicago
lunches for the Paciﬁc Mission District Homeless
Urban League’s Center for Entrepreneurship &
Shelter.
Innovation WOKE Entrepreneur Summit.
● Complimentary admission to the Museum of
Science and Industry.
● Complimentary tickets to the Van Jones “We
Rise” Tour.
● Saturday - Game night at For the Win adult

May - Members attended “An Evening with the
South Chicago Dance Theatre” - a show put on by
dance company owner and MetroBoard member
Kia Smith. Members received a VIP reception and
prime seating for the event.
Estimated Attendees: 28

November after meeting
social
After meeting social at Renaissance Bar and
Lounge - a black-owned business in Chicago.
Estimated Attendance: 11

arcade.
arcade
● Sunday - Brunch at Inspiration Kitchen - an

establishment that supports men and women
who are building the foundations to overcome
homelessness and poverty and build a better
future.

2018 join w
week:
eek: empow
empowered
ered to Lead
Join Week 2018 was WILDLY successful for MetroBoard. With 28 individuals joining and over 200
young professionals in attendance at various events throughout the week, MetroBoard was able to
deliver a diverse slate of events and a week-long social media campaign around leaders within the
organization.

Monday
Join Week Mixer - Young & Ambitious Award Ceremony Preview
On Monday MetroBoard hosted a preview event for the 35th
Anniversary fundraiser/Awards Ceremony. It was a casual
opportunity for attendees to network and engage with
current and prospective members.
35 Attendees, 1 New Member

Wednesday
Diversity in Leadership Panel
This event was a panel discussion with diverse leaders from a variety
of industries who gathered together to share their experiences,
career paths and insights on professional leadership. Hosted at our
affiliate headquarters, panelists represented STEM, Finance,
Education and Sales/Marketing.
52 Attendees, 1 New Member

Thursday
Graduate Student + YP Mixer
This event was hosted in partnership with the University of Chicago
Center for Identity and Inclusion. During this event MetroBoard
members had the opportunity to interact with graduate students, our
emerging young professional leaders.
62 Attendees, 2 New Members

Saturday
#MBPackItUp
The 2nd Installment of the now popular #MBPackItUp. This event
provided toiletries and undergarments to a men’s shelter in Chicago.
24 Attendees, 3 New Members

Saturday
Professional Headshots
Attendees had the opportunity to schedule a 30-minute session with
professional photographers to update their headshots for a discounted
rate.
5 Attendees, 1 New Member

Saturday
New Member Orientation (Sat. Feb 3)
This was MetroBoard’s largest Welcome Orientation to date!
Attendees were engaged and asked questions on how to get
involved.
37 Attendees, 10 New Members

Membership
by
the
Numbers
164 Members as of 5/31/18
gender metrics 2017-18

Top Industries Represented
in Metroboard

male
30%

Education
Non-Profit
Commercial Real Estate
Government
Finance/Accounting
Engineering

Female
70%

Technology
Marketing
Legal
advertising
Hotel management

2017-2018 membership growth goal
goal: 200 new/renewed memberships
ytd (7/1/17 - 5/31/18): 148
Membership growth trends 2017-18

Age Metrics 2017-18
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Andrea Bell, MNA
Andrea Bell, aﬀectionately known as “teacup pig”, is one of MetroBoard’s
favorite ELT members. For the last 3 years Andrea has demonstrated
impeccable leadership, the ability to bring people together, innovative
ideas and successful execution of those ideas as well as being the ray of
sunshine and moral compass of the team.
She ﬁrst joined MetroBoard in 2016 and immediately jumped into action
serving as the Community Service Project Manager Chair. In this position
Andrea ﬂawlessly managed MetroBoard’s two large service events, Teen
Conference and Mboutique, as well as incorporating new serving
initiatives and partnerships throughout the city.
Most recently she has served as the membership chair where we have
seen membership increase as well as the engagement of her committee.
This year’s Join Week was record setting for MetroBoard and a lot of that
is due to Andrea and her committee.
Highlights
• Maintained active committee of 6-8 who met in-person monthly
• Monthly Wanna Roll and GroupMe Coordination
• Quarterly Orientation - February saw highest turnout with 37 participants
• Increased ELT participation in new member orientations
• Graduate Student + YP Mixer, partnership with University of Chicago, Center for Identity + Inclusion. Coordinated
In-kind donation of space, food, and open bar (62 attendees). Join Week Event.
• Facilitated social media campaign to introduce ELT leadership throughout Join Week
• Service General Body Meeting [April 2018] - partnerships with TLP, Cradles to Crayons and Make-A-Wish Illinois
• Partnered with the South Chicago Dance Theatre to host a YP Happy Hour
• 79 New Members & 52 Renewals in Q1-Q3 (July 2017 - March 2018)
• Renewal process moved to personalized emails and phone calls from Membership Committee members monthly
• Museum of Science and Industry Wanna Roll Ticket Donation (28 tickets donated). #MBPerks

Number of Aﬃliate Service Hours: 257 Hrs
Chapter Meeting/Event Attendance and Participation: 98%
Participation in National Conferences and Initiatives: Join Week, National Day of Empowerment
Financial Support of Chapter: $65.57
Financial Support of Aﬃliate: $535.00

2018 Central Region Member
of the Year Nomination

Fundraising Intiatives
For the 2017-18 ﬁscal year (July 2017 - June 2018) MetroBoard set some hefty goals and aspirations. We set a
$15,000 Aﬃliate Give goal which was to be partly accomplished by two major events - the Inaugural Path to
Success 5K Race as well as our Inaugural Young & Ambitious Awards to take place June 23, 2018. Our goal was
also to be reached by various fundraisers throughout the year. While the actual 5K event did not take place,due
to circumstances outside of our control, it was a very successful fundraising endeavor for us. Overall, MetroBoard
has done well with fundraising this ﬁscal year exceeding most of the goals set by leadership at the start of the
year.

Cocktails for a Cause Black History
Month Fundraiser
Goal: n/a
Actual: $327.36

35 for 35 Campaign
Goal: $3,500.00
Actual: $1,670.00

Inaugural Path to Success 5K
Goal: $1,500.00
Actual: $1,604.06
6.9% Over Goal

Annual
Annnual Adopt-A-Family
Adopt-A
A-FFamily IInitiative
nitiative Y
Young
You
ung & Ambitious
Ambitious Product
Product SSales
ales
Goal: $1,000.00
Goal: $1,000.00
May Wanna Roll: An Evening with SCDT
Actual: $1,139.46
Actual: $1,310.50
Goal: $1,200.00
13.9% Over Goal
31.05% Over Goal
Actual: $470.00

The Inaugural Young & Ambitious Awards
Goal: $10,000 (Corporate Sponsorships)
Actual: $18,500.00
85% Over Goal

Fundraising Intiatives
Thank You to Our Corporate Sponsors

Thank You to Our Community Partners
Bar Louie River North
Butler College Prep
Cradles to Crayons
Hirsch Metropolitan High School
JNM Brand
Junior League of Chicago
Make-A-Wish Foundation
Milwaukee Urban League Young Professionals
Museum of Science and Industry
Norman’s Bistro

R4New
Rhyme or Reason
Silversmith Hotel
Susan Mendoza - Comptroller
Teen Living Programs
The Center for Tax & Budget Accountability
The Chicago Boat, Sport & RV Show
The Chicago Urban League
The South Chicago Dance Theatre
The Taxpayers Advocates

The University of Chicago
Truth Italian Restaurant
Vice District
Weather Mark Tavern

Affiliate Give Results
Affiliate Support
$3,875 - Donation to the Chicago Urban League from membership dues collected
$3,000 - Donation to the Chicago Urban League’s Student Mission Trip to China
$3,000 - Donation to the Chicago Urban League for Annual Scholarship Give
$1,200 - Tickets purchased and donation towards Chicago Urban League’s Golden Fellowship Dinner
$1,139.46 - Donation to Chicago Urban League for Annual Adopt-A-Family
$300 - Donation towards the Chicago Urban League Annual Holiday Party
$335 - Tickets purchased in support of the Chicago Urban League’s #EC10 event
$525 - Donation to the Chicago Urban League for Back-to-School Fair
Total Affiliate Give
FY2017:

Total Affiliate Give
FY2018:

$13,115.05

$13,374.46

2%↑

Communications

Social Media Marketing

MetroBoard’s PR and communications team continues to be active in communicating the activities and initiatives of the CUL and
MetroBoard. This year MetroBoard was very intentional about reposting social medial posts from our affiliate to ensure that we
were another conduit for promoting the activities of the Chicago Urban League.
Our social media pages are seeing more traffic. In addition to a growth in followers, in April 2017, our Facebook page saw a peak
of 16 visitors per day whereas in April 2018, our Facebook page saw a peak of 28 views per day - a growth of 75%!

Social Media Metrics
End of FY17

End of FY18

2,930 Followers

3,153 Followers ↑ 7.6%

Instragram

877 Followers

1,020 Followers ↑ 16.3%

Twitter

1,464 Followers

1,555 Followers ↑ 6.22%

LinkedIn

705 Members

Facebook

700 Members

New Content Calendar Streamlines
Promotions!
MetroBoard’s PR team added a new element
and organization to promotions via their
content calendar. This calendar tracks when
events will be posted via social media and
using what hashtags. This has proven very
useful when promoting multiple events at the
same time.

Communications
MetroBoard Weekly Newsletter
MetroBoard continues to release its weekly newsletter to
members and non-members providing updates on events
and initiatives in MetroBoard, the Chicago Urban League &
NULYP. MetroBoard has continued to maintain the “MB
Forum”, a Google group that members and non-members
alike can use to share community and job opportunities.
This list has grown from 500 people at the end of last fiscal
year to 700 people today.

Media Coverage

MetroBoard has been mentioned in several media outlets throughout the year. Check out some of our media
ionss below!
mentions

ger CChallenge (Public Now):
Tyson Foods Hunger

http://www.publicnow.com/view/5E1DE74F14A9A6E128EC08117C9D44474CCF043F

MBoutique (The Chicago Citizen)

http://m.thechicagocitizen.com/news/2018/apr/11/metropolitan-board-chicago-urban-league-gives-back/?

Black History Month Fundraiser (The Chicago Tribune)

http://www.chicagotribune.com/redeye/culture/ct-redeye-black-history-month-events-chicago-20180209-story.html

In-House Photography/Videography
MetroBoard has two professional photographers/videographers consistently
donating their time and services to capture our events. Both individuals own their
own media businesses and have been able to subsequently grow their businesses via
the MetroBoard network.

Thank You
Thank you for joining MetroBoard on our “Journey to 35”. For the last 35 years
MetroBoard has executed YP excellence in the city of Chicago by providing aﬃliate
support, service to the community, and growth and development of its members.
The journey has not been, and will not be, always easy - but through it all we
persevere. Each leadership team faces diﬀerent challenges and, over the last 35 years,
each leadership team has found a way to keep pressing forward with the mission
and vision of the National Urban League and aﬃliate at the forefront of why they
serve.
Growth is not easy - it is uncomfortable but we must continue to adjust and adapt
to continue to be a resource to those in need. Here’s not only to 35 years
but the next 100!

OUR BEST IS YET TO COME...

Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap,
but by the seeds that you plant.
– Robert Louis Stevenson

